1c: IR (KBr) 3062w, 2125vs (CN), 1624s, 1469s, 738m, 675m cm -1 . Elemental analysis:
Found (calc. for Hg 1 Br 1 S 1 N 2 C 7 H 3 ) : C 19.39 (19.65) ; H 1.01 (0.70); N 6.38 (6.55).
1d: IR (KBr) 3024w, 2139vs (CN), 1621s, 1479s, 804s, 636m cm -1 . Elemental analysis:
Found (calc. for Hg 1 S 1 N 2 C 8 H 6 ) : C 29.67 (29.88 ); H 2.66 (1.95); N 3.53 (3.87).
[Hg{SC 6 H 4 N(C≡N)}(Ph 2 PCH 2 CH 2 )] n (2) -A solution of dppb (0.17 g, 0.43 mmol) in CHCl 3 (5 cm 3 ) was added to 1d (0.15 g, 0.43 mmol) suspended in CHCl 3 (5 cm 3 ). The mixture was stirred at room temperature for 1h to give a clear solution. This was heated under reflux for 2 h to give a greenish-yellow solid, which was filtered off, washed with CHCl 3 and dried under vacuum to afford 2 (0.24 g, 79 %). 2: IR (KBr) 3055w, 2914w, 2135vs (CN), 1527m, 1481s, 1436s, 729s, 692m, 530vs, 509vs cm -1 ; Elemental analysis: Found (calc. for Hg 1 S 1 N 2 P 2 C 35 H 32 ) C 54.47 (54.22); H 3.92 (4.13) ; N 3.81 (3.61).
[Hg{SC 6 H 3 BrN(C≡N)}(PPh 3 )] 2 (3) -A solution of Ph 3 P (0.39 g, 1.52 mmol) in CHCl 3 (10 cm 3 ) was added to 1c (0.32 g, 0.76 mmol) suspended in CHCl 3 (10 cm 3 ). The mixture was refluxed for 2h. After cooling to room temperature the solution was filtered to remove small amounts of an insoluble solid. The solvent was the left to evaporate slowly to give yellow needles of 3 (0.45 g, 76 %). 3: IR (KBr) 3072w, 2165vs (CN), 2144vs (CN), 1460vs, 1434vs, 1317s, 1099s, 746s, 690s cm -1 ; Elemental analysis: Found (calc. for Hg 1 Br 1 S 1 P 1 N 2 C 25 H 18 ) : C 46.50 (46.66) ; H 2.61 (2.97); N 4.06 (4.12).
[Hg{SC 6 H 4 N(C≡N)}(PPh 3 )] 2 (4) -A solution of Ph 3 P (0.30 g, 1.14 mmol) in CHCl 3 (10 cm 3 ) was added to 1a (0.20 g, 0.57 mmol) suspended in CHCl 3 (10 cm 3 ). The mixture was stirred at room temperature for 2 h to give a clear solution. This was heated under reflux for 2 h and then the solvent was left to evaporate at room temperature to give yellow needles of 4 (0.29 g, 83 %). 4: IR (KBr) 3055w, 2958w, 2140vs (CN), 1568m, 1465s, 1434s, 748s, 690m cm -1 ; 
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